Drug metabolism in end-stage liver disease. In vitro activities of some phase I and phase II enzymes.
The activities of a number of drug metabolising enzymes were measured in liver samples obtained from three groups of subjects: normal donors, patients with primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC), and patients with other types of liver disease. In the latter group, all the enzyme activities determined were impaired relative to the normal group. In the PBC group, however, enzyme activities were altered more selectively. (a) Activities of the methyl cholanthrene-inducible forms of cytochrome P-450 were decreased compared to normal controls, whereas the activities of the phenobarbitone-inducible isozymes were relatively unaffected. (b) Sulfotransferase activities were decreased significantly compared to the normal group, whereas sulfatase activities remained unaltered.